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Business Barometer - Provinces 

72.2

64.1

65.3

65.9

63.9

61.3

70.8

71.0

59.8

68.1

25 50 75

British Columbia

Alberta

Saskatchewan

Manitoba

Ontario

Quebec

New Brunswick

Nova Scotia

Prince Edward Is.

Newfoundland & Lab.

Index (0-100)
 

 

Business Barometer - Industries  
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Short-term Business Performance 
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Capital Spending Plans, Next 3-4 Months 
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Overall State of Business 

Good, 36%

Satisfactory, 
47%

Bad, 17%

Main Business Constraints 
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Insufficient domestic demand

Insufficient foreign demand

Foreign competition

Shortage of skilled labour

Shortage of un/semi-skilled labour

Management skills, time constraints

Shortage of working capital

Shortage of input products

Product distribution constraints

Limited space

%

Employment Plans, Next 3-4 Months 

 Full-time Part-time 

 % resp. % resp. 

Increase 11 12 

No change 71 68 

Decrease 18 20 

 

 

Major Cost Concerns 
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Fuel, energy costs

Wage costs

Borrowing costs

Bank account and processing fees

Foreign currencies

Product input costs

Capital equipment, technology costs

Occupancy costs

Insurance costs

Tax, regulatory costs

%

Wages and Prices, Next 12 Months 

 December 

Average pricing plans +1.3 % 

Average wage and salary plans +1.5 % 

 

 
Notes: CFIB’s Business Barometer Index was revised as 
of the May 2009 issue. It is based on the same survey 
question on 12-month future business performance 

expectations collected annually 1987-2000, quarterly 
2001-2008 and monthly since late 2008. The index is 
a weighted average of response scores: 100 for 
stronger performance, 50 for same performance, and 
0 for weaker performance. Recasting the index with 
national historical data shows a record high of 74.1 
in March 2002 and a record low of 39.4 in December 
2008. To compensate for small monthly sample sizes, 
the index calculations for some subcategories are 
based on monthly moving averages. The data are not 
seasonally adjusted. 
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